
Perennials
We even grow some varieties in 5 gallon pots

Choose Partners
Perennials are the backbone of any 
garden, but most bloom for an 
average of about three weeks. 
Supplement them with annuals, 
vines, bulbs, and a few flowering 
shrubs. Such a diverse collection 
inevitably includes plants of 
different sizes and shapes which 
can be tucked in and around each 
other, allowing you to pack a 
surprising number of plants into 
a small area.
Perennial plants take some time 
to get established. You may get 
a few flowers in the first season, 
depending on the size of the plant 
you've purchased, but you'll need 
to wait a season or two for the real 
show to begin. Plan to add some 
annual flowers to your new 
perennial beds to carry you 
through the first growing season..

Sun or Shade
After hardiness, sunlight is your 
most important consideration. 
Choose plants that are suited to the 
amount of sun light in your garden. 
Do not plant sun lovers under 
dense trees, and do not plant shade 
lovers where they'll be exposed to 
blazing mid-day sun. Plant tags 
give the light needs for plants, so 
take these to heart. You may be 
able to grow a sun lover in partial 
shade, but you may get fewer 
flowers or weaker growth. Place it 
in a spot where it can really shine!
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Plant Advice from CountrysideCreating displays of color throughout the growing season is easier than you might 

think. You will not need a lot of land or a professional gardener to manage it, because 
continuous color does not mean that everything in the garden is in bloom all of the time. 
You just need to make some informed choices so that enough plants are flowering at 
any one time to create an impression of continuous color throughout the garden. 
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You have probably seen zone ratings in plant descriptions. What do these mean, and 
how can they help you plan?
To help gardeners choose plants, Agriculture Canada has developed hardiness zones. A 
plant is considered hardy in a region if it can grow and thrive there within the number 
of frost-free days of the area.
Hardiness ratings indicate a plant's ability to withstand cold winter temperatures. 
Calgary and area is a zone 2-3. 
You may be able to grow plants rated to one zone warmer than Calgary if you live in a 
particularly warm spot, such as near a large body of water, or if you place the plants in a 
sheltered spot where they're protected from strong winds. However, if you are just 
starting out with perennials, why take the chance? Choose plants that are reliably hardy. 

Planning for Continuous Bloom
Most perennial plants have a blooming time, it can last from a week to a month or 
more. Plant tags usually have approximate blooming times, such as "early summer" or 
"autumn."  Some will describe certain plants as continuous bloomers, but some of these 
have a period of peak bloom.   When planning your garden, consider bloom times 
carefully.  If you mistakenly choose all early summer bloomers, you may be disap-
pointed when there's only foliage in your garden from midsummer on.

Formal or Casual?
When you are choosing a perennial garden style it is a little like picking out clothing. 
You might choose a "tie and jacket" look for your garden, using formal, symmetrical 
plantings, sheared hedges, and rows of flowering plants. Or you might be more of a 
"blue jeans" gardener, opting for an informal layout with rambling plantings. Or maybe 
you are somewhere in between. If your closet, contains formal wear and sweatshirts, 
and everything in between, you may choose a blend of styles for your gardens.  
Pictures- you might like a more formal look for the foundation plantings around your 
house, where shearing keeps hedges and shrubs inbounds, well-behaved perennials are 
carefully mulched, and annuals are planted in a symmetrical pattern.
You can mix and match different colored flowers, from pastels to bright red, to create 
the mood and effect that best suits your garden.

Pastels
Soft pink, powder blue, these are gentle colors and can create a mood of tranquility. 
They are used in a lot of cottage style gardens--informal gardens that usually contain a 
variety of old-fashioned flowers.  Pastel colors show best when viewed from relatively 
close up, and  can look washed out in the harsh mid-day sun.

Brights 
Reds, oranges, and sunny yellow--these colors energize a garden.  Bright colors hold 
up well in brilliant sunshine, and attract the eye from a distance.

Complementary Colors 
Colors that are opposite on the color wheel are described as complementary. High in 
contrast, complementary colors are said to add creative energy and vitality to a garden. 
Orange and blue are complementary colors; as are green and red.

Harmonious Colors 
These are colors that are next to each other on the color wheel; examples include blue 
and violet, orange and red, and orange and yellow. These color combinations tend to 
be gentler on the eye than complementary colors. A harmonious color scheme unifies 
a garden, while allowing enough range of color that it doesn’t become monotonous.

If you are concerned about your ability to choose colors, a harmonious color scheme 
might be a good starting point for you. Unlike complementary colors, which, if 
overdone, can seem jarring and can give a riotous feel to a garden, harmonious colors 
are a pretty safe bet. As you gain confidence in your design eye, you can always add 
splashes of a complementary color here and there to liven things up.

Hardiness rating

Making it come
together...
Rather than planting everything 
that blooms at the same time in 
close proximity, distribute the 
groups of early-, mid-, and 
late-season bloomers around the 
garden. The result is flowers in all 
parts of the garden every month of 
the gardening season. They also 
draw the eye throughout the 
garden, creating the appearance of 
an uninterrupted expanse of 
color.Creating displays of color 
throughout the growing season is 
easier than you might think. You 
will not need a lot of land or a 
professional gardener to manage it, 
because continuous color does not 
mean that everything in the garden 
is in bloom all of the time. You just 
need to make some informed 
choices so that enough plants are 
flowering at any one time to create 
an impression of continuous color 
throughout the garden.

Huge Hostas


