ANNUALS

ESSENTIAL WATERING ADVICE

Keep your plants well watered or they will begin to wilt and may possibly die.
Plants lacking sufficient water tend to flower less and may stop blooming.

In hot weather, some plants will need to be watered every day. If planting density is
high or when they are growing in pots, you might need to water them twice a day.

In flower beds, give them a good soaking once or twice a week rather than frequent
trickles of water. Try to avoid splashing water on the foliage, as the droplets of water
can act like a magnifying glass and scorch the leaves. The best time to water your
annuals is early in the morning as this minimises the amount of water lost through
evaporation.

You can also add water-retaining granules to your pots at planting time. They swell
when wet and hold water until the plant roots need it, which means you can water
slightly less frequently.

Water-retaining granules are especially useful in pots that are awkward to reach
such as hanging baskets.

FEEDING YOUR ANNUALS

Throughout the growing season annuals will benefit from applications of plant food.
Plants growing in containers of ordinary potting mix will have only enough
nutrients to keep them happy for about two weeks. After this time, feed the plants
every week.

Some potting soils, however, are specifically formulated for annuals. They will have
a slow-release fertiliser, a wetting agent and water-retaining gel, which makes them
perfect for use in pots. When extra feeding is required, you should use a liquid
fertilizer, as this will be taken up quickly by the plant. Apply it every week or two.

Before you plant up your flower beds, sprinkle a granular fertiliser all over the soil
surface and lightly fork it in. Once the annuals are established, all that should be
required is a liquid feed three or four times during the summer months.

MAINTENANCE THOUGH THE SUMMER

Deadheading. The term deadheading simply means the removal of flowers that
have faded. Old flower-heads can look unsightly in a display, so cutting them off
will ensure your plants look fresh and tidy. Also, by preventing the flowers wasting
energy by producing seeds, extra resources can be put towards producing even more
flowers.

Pinching out. This refers to the removal of the growing tips of young plants such as
fuchsias. It stimulates the growth of more side-shoots, which in turn encourages the
plants to produce more flowers.

Weed problems. The best way to keep weeds away is to plant densely. This crowds
out the weeds, leaving them nowhere to grow. Sometimes weeds do become a
problem. Hoe them off in hot weather or mulch around the plants to smother
annual weeds.
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PESTS AND DISEASE

Sometimes annuals are subject to
common garden pests and diseases.
With careful attention to tidiness
and keeping an eye to spot trouble
early on, you should not find your
annuals suffering any lasting
ill-effects.

PLANT DENSITY

Annual plants are often treated
as being relatively short-lived.
This makes it possible to plant
them closer together than you
would with more permanent
plantings.

Planting them closer together
creates a much more colourful
display. However, for them to
thrive and flower well in these
conditions it is important that
watering and fertilizing is done
regularly.




