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SUMMER BLOOMING PERENNIALS

Perennials are the heart of any garden.These flowering plants, which return to bloom year after year,
will provide color from spring through the fall if you choose them wisely. Many perennials are spring
blooming, which means they die back when the hot sun arrives. Others wait until fall to flower.The
majority of perennials, however, are summer-blooming plants and will fill your garden with color from
late June to August. Here are some easy to grow, reliable perennials that we consider the backbone to
any flowering garden. Plant them now, and you will be rewarded with amazing summer color year
after year.

ACHILLEA(YARROW) FULL SUN. HARDY IN ZONES 2-8. BLOOM SPAN: 3+ MONTHS

Achillea will grow almost anywhere, but it actually favors dry, lean soil. There are many
varieties and colors of yarrow with a wide range of characteristics. They are sun loving,
hardy perennials with long bloom times. Carefully selected, they are a wonderful addi-
tion to the perennial garden, excellent for drying or accenting floral arrangements.
Deadhead spent flowers for repeat bloom. After the second bloom, rejuvenate the plant
by cutting back to new growth. Resistance to salt also makes yarrow and excellent
choice for roadside plantings

GOOD CHOICES: Achillea 'Paprika’, A. millefolium 'Terra cotta’

ECHINACEA PURPUREA (CONEFLOWER) FULL SUN. HARDY IN ZONES 3-9. BLOOM SPAN: 2-3 MONTHS

q F "" = “ia o The purple coneflower (Echinacea) is an excellent choice if you are looking for a summer
) : blooming perennial that has a large visual impact. Coneflowers are extremely drought
tolerant, attract birds and butterflies and the intense color will add punch to any garden.
The tall stalks are self-supporting. They require good drainage and full sun. Deadheading
will prolong the bloom period.. The seed heads can be left on through the winter and will
provide a treat for neighborhood birds.

GOOD CHOICES: Echinacea purpurea 'Magnus", E.p.‘Double delight, E.p.Petite Pixie’

GAILLARDIA (BLANKET FLOWER) FULL SUN ZONES 2 — 9. BLOOM SPAN: 3-4 MONTHS

The blanket flower (Gaillardia) is a member of the sunflower family, and like the name implies, it will
blanket your garden with bright yellow flowers. Gaillardia's yellow petals around a burgundy center are

impossible to ignore in a garden. It tolerates poor soil and is deer resistant.In most cases, deadheading is
not necessary for continual bloom, but it can make the plants look tidier.
GOOD CHOICES: Gaillardia x grandiflora, Gaillardia 'Goblin' (dwarf)

SEDUM (STONECROP) FULL SUN HARDY IN ZONES 3-8

One of the easiest perennials to care for, Sedum is tolerant of heat, humidity, drought and
neglect. When not in bloom the plant adds interest to rock gardens or a sunny perennial
border, each variety has interesting foliage characteristics: brown/burgundy leaves; or
bright gold spiky stems; or large purple/black leaves. Most bloom in summer, ‘Autumn Joy’
blooms in fall with more traditionally colored green foliage. With well drained soil, sedum
lives a very long life. Divide every 3 to 5 years to discourage crown rot.

GOOD CHOICES: Sedum 'Autumn Joy, S. 'Purple Emperor;, S. Madrona, S. 'Brilliant'



